
Parable of the Sower

Bible Passage: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
Main Point: Not everyone who hears the gospel believes it.
Key Passage: Mark 6:34
Big Picture Question: Why did Jesus tell parables? Jesus told parables to teach people about 

God and His kingdom.

Watch this week’s IDC Kids Online Video

     In Jesus’ story, when the man scattered the seeds in the field, they fell on four different types of soils. Can you name the four 
types? (the path, rocky ground, ground among thorns, good ground)
     Now, Jesus wasn’t giving the people a lesson in farming. It might have seemed that way, but Jesus used the stories He told to 
teach people what is true about God and His kingdom. The seed is like the truth about God. Jesus explained that the seeds that fell 
along the path are like people who hear the truth and do not understand it. If you tell them about Jesus, they might say, “That 
doesn’t make any sense!” The seeds that fell on the rocky ground are like people who hear the truth and believe it right away, but 
when life gets hard, they stop believing. If you tell them about Jesus, they might like what they hear until something hard happens 
in their life, like pain or suffering. Then they might say, “I can’t believe in a God who would let this happen to me.” The seeds that 
fell among the thorns are like people who hear the truth, but they have a hard time believing because they worry about life instead 
of trusting God. But the seeds that fell on the good soil are like people who hear the truth and believe it. If you tell them about 
Jesus, they might say, “What good news! I believe that Jesus is my Lord and Savior.” The truth changes their hearts, and they 
grow to know and love Jesus.
     Jesus is the Sower who shared the truth about God’s kingdom. People who hear the good news about Jesus respond in different 
ways. Not everyone who hears the gospel believes it. Some reject Jesus, and some trust in Him. Jesus’ followers continue to share 
the truth today, and those who understand and believe the gospel become more like Jesus. Did you know that everyone is born a 
sinner? Our hearts are like hard, rocky, weed-infested soil. God softens our hearts and breaks up the soil to make it fertile and 
open to the gospel. Then when we hear the good news about Him, we are happy to believe it and trust in Jesus.

Key passage
Read together Mark 6:34.
Say: People followed Jesus almost everywhere He went. Jesus was never annoyed or angry at the people. He cared about them. 

Jesus saw that the people needed help. When sheep don’t have a shepherd, they wander around aimlessly. Like sheep, the 
people needed someone to rescue them, take care of them, and lead them. Jesus even called Himself “the good shepherd.” 
We can look to Him and trust Him.

Pray
Invite kids to pray.
“Lord God, thank You for sending Jesus to save people from sin. We ask that You would change the hearts of people who reject 

You so that they would believe the truth about Jesus and love Him. Help us believe, too. Help us grow to know and love 
You more. Amen.”

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, 
the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to 
read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean.



We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls 
this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. 
(Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, 
to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. 
Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up 
His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 
5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in 
your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell 
God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. Tip: Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take 
home and complete with their families.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Label four pieces of paper with the following descriptions: seeds on the path, seeds on rocky ground, seeds among thorns, and 
seeds on good ground.
     Tape one paper in each corner of the room. Distribute Bibles and instruct kids to find Matthew 13.
Say:  Does anyone know what part of the Bible this story is in? (the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew) 
Retell or review the Bible story in your own words. Then invite kids to play a game of “Four Corners.”

Direct kids to stand in the center of the room. Read the following descriptions, one at a time. Kids should move to the corner 
best described by the statement. Reveal the answer, and then instruct kids to return to the center of the room to hear the next 
description.

These seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not have any roots. (seeds on rocky ground)
Other plants kept these seeds from growing. (seeds among thorns)
These seeds grew and produced a crop. (seeds on good ground)
This is like people who don’t understand the truth about God’s kingdom. (seeds on the path)
This is like people who give up when hard times come. (seeds on rocky ground)
This is like people who worry too much. (seeds among thorns)
This is like people who accept the truth, and it grows in their lives. (seeds on good ground)

Say: Jesus didn’t tell this story to teach people about farming. Jesus told a parable to show that not everyone who hears the 
gospel believes it. Think about the four places the seeds fell. These places describe our hearts:

• Do you have trouble understanding the gospel?
• Do you want to give up on God when life is hard?
• Do you worry about life and love money more than you love God?
• Do you understand the gospel and love Jesus?

Activity choices
Option 1: Seed scoop relay
Pour a variety of large seeds into a large plastic bowl. Position the bowl on a table at one side of the room. Write the types of seeds 
on separate paper cups and arrange them in a row at the other side of the room.

Form groups for each type of seed. Assign at least two kids to each group. Explain that when you say “go,” the first player on 



each team will walk quickly to the bowl and scoop out one seed of his assigned variety. He should race back and drop the seed 
into his team’s cup. Then the next players will take a turn.

Teams will play until one team collects 10 seeds. You may also use a timer for teams to race against a clock. Call on the first 
team to finish to answer the big picture question: Why did Jesus tell parables?
Say • Jesus told parables to teach people about God and His kingdom. The parable of the sower wasn’t just a story about 

planting seeds. Jesus explained the story to His disciples so they would know that not everyone who hears the gospel 
believes it. But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t tell someone the gospel if we think they won’t believe. God calls us to be 
sowers of the good news, to share the gospel with others and trust Him to change people’s hearts.

Option 2: Zoom, zip, wham
Guide kids to stand in a circle. Explain that kids will pass an imaginary ball by pointing. One player will begin by pointing at a 
second player in the circle and saying, “Zoom!” The second player should respond by raising his hand and saying, “Zip!” Players 
on each side of the second player must react by pointing at the second player and saying, “Wham!”

The second player then passes play by pointing to someone else and saying, “Zoom!” Play continues around the circle with 
players reacting correspondingly. Begin slowly. Then, as players master the moves, encourage them to play faster.
Say • You had to listen carefully and respond to the other players in this game. Today’s Bible story is about a story that Jesus told. 

Jesus explained how different people respond when they hear the gospel. Let’s find out what He said.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Encourage kids to think about how they respond to the gospel. Do they believe the good 
news about Jesus? Do they have questions? Do they doubt Jesus when life is hard? Do they reject it?

Guide them to journal their thoughts. Explain that not everyone who hears the gospel believes it.
Say • Jesus wants everyone who loves and trusts in Him to tell others about Him. He wants us to be like the man who was 

scattering seeds—to go and tell everyone about Jesus!
Lead kids in prayer. Pray that God would change people’s hearts so they would believe the good news about Jesus and be saved 
from their sin.


