
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

Bible Passage: Luke 18:9-14
Main Point: God rejects the proud but gives grace to the humble.
Key Passage: Mark 6:34
Big Picture Question: Why did Jesus tell parables? Jesus told parables to teach people about 

God and His kingdom.

WATCH THIS WEEKS IDC KIDS ONLINE VIDEO

Say • Jesus told parables for a reason. Why did Jesus tell parables? Jesus told parables to teach people about God and His 
kingdom. Jesus told the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector to teach a lesson to some people who looked down on 
others.

Pharisees were religious leaders. They tried hard to please God by following God’s laws and even making up new rules. 
Tax collectors were often dishonest and unfair in how they collected money for the government. Both a Pharisee and a tax 
collector went to the temple to pray to God. But they prayed very differently.

What did the Pharisee think about himself? (He thought he was righteous for not sinning in some ways and for doing 
good things.)

What did the tax collector think about himself? (He knew he was a sinner who needed God’s mercy.)
Mercy is not getting the punishment you deserve, but being shown kindness instead. The tax collector knew God would 

be right to punish him for his sin. But God forgave the man. He gave him grace, or undeserved favor. Jesus explained that 
God was happy with the tax collector, but He was not happy with the Pharisee.

God rejects the proud but gives grace to the humble. The sin of pride keeps us from Jesus. Pride is thinking we are 
better than we really are. Someone with the attitude of the Pharisee doesn’t think he needs Jesus. The Pharisee thought 
about the good things he did instead of confessing his sin. The tax collector, on the other hand, knew he was guilty before 
God. He asked for mercy, and God was merciful to him.

Say • God was not impressed with the Pharisee. When God looks at us, He sees us as we really are: sinners in need of 
forgiveness. God loves us and sent His Son to save us. Jesus was humble, coming down from heaven to live on earth as a 
man.

Jesus took the punishment for our sin by dying on the cross. God wants everyone to be saved, and we can come to Him 
with nothing but empty hands of faith. We can cry out to God like the tax collector and because of Jesus, God will forgive 
us.

Key passage
Read Mark 6:34 aloud. Then lead boys and girls to read the key passage together. 
Leader • Jesus saw that the people were like sheep without a shepherd. So what did He do? He began to teach them! As we see 

from our Bible story and from previous Bible stories, Jesus taught people about God and His kingdom.

Key passage activity
Write the key passage as phrases on several strips of paper. Put the strips in a paper lunch bag.

Call on a kid to pull a strip from the bag and tape it to a focal wall. Choose another kid to pull a second strip and tape it before 
or after the first strip, leaving room for other strips if it does not immediately precede or follow the existing phrase.

Allow kids to continue to pull and arrange the paper strips until the words of Mark 6:34 are in order. Then guide kids to read 
the key passage aloud together.
Say • Jesus had compassion on people who came to hear Him teach. In our Bible story today, we learned that not everyone comes 



to Jesus with the right heart. In fact, God rejects the proud but gives grace to the humble. We can come to Jesus humbly 
like lost sheep, and He will be our Good Shepherd.

Pray
Invite kids to pray
Leader • God, we come before You with the same prayer of the tax collector: “Have mercy on me—a sinner!’” Forgive us for 

thinking too much of ourselves and for looking down on others. You sent Your Son to rescue us—not because of anything 
we have done to impress You, but because You love us unconditionally. Thank You, Lord. Amen.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, 
the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to 
read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls 
this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. 
(Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, 
to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. 
Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up 
His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 
5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in 
your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell 
God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. Tip: Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take 
home and complete with their families.

Bible story review & Bible skills
Provide Bibles and guide kids to find Luke 18:9-14. Remind them that the Gospel of Luke is in the New Testament. Explain that 
you will say a statement about the Bible story. If the statement is true, kids should lower their eyes and put a fist to their chest—
like the tax collector. If the statement is false, kids should stand tall with their head held high—like the Pharisee. 

Jesus told a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector. (true, Luke 18:9-10)
The Pharisee prayed, “God, I thank You that I am not ugly.” (false, not like other people; Luke 18:11)
The Pharisee fasted and tithed. (true, Luke 18:12)
The tax collector stood next to the Pharisee. (false, he stood far away; Luke 18:13)
The tax collector was sorry for the things he had done. (true, Luke 18:13)
The tax collector prayed, “Have mercy on me, God! I am a child!” (false, I am a sinner; Luke 18:13)
God was happy with the tax collector, and He forgave him. (true, Luke 18:14)
God was happy with the Pharisee too. (false, God was not happy; Luke 18:14)
God rejects the humble, but gives grace to the proud. (false, God rejects the proud but gives grace to the humble; Luke 

18:14; Prov. 3:34)



Say • Good job, everyone. The tax collector’s prayer was different than the Pharisee’s prayer. The tax collector knew he needed 
God to forgive him. The Pharisee thought God would accept him for doing good things. Who was right? (the tax collector)

Because Jesus died on the cross for our sin, we can cry out to God like the tax collector and God will forgive us.

Activity choice
Option 1: One-upmanship
Choose a volunteer to be It. Call on kids one at a time to say something they can do. For example, “I can tie my shoes in six 
seconds!” It should one-up this claim by saying something more impressive: “I can tie my shoes in four seconds!” Allow It to be 
creative or silly with his response, even if it’s not true.

Call on additional kids to share feats. Can It always claim to do something better? Let him try!
Say • Today we are going to hear a story Jesus told about a man who thought he was better than everyone else. Let’s find out if 

the man was right.

Option 2: Class talent show
Before class, write several simple tasks on separate index cards. Suggested tasks: hop on one foot, turn around, blink three times, 
say hello, clap five times, pull a napkin out of a bag, and so on. Call for a volunteer to stand at the front of the room. Give her a 
prepared index card. Dramatically introduce the volunteer.
Say • Ladies and gentlemen! Boys and girls! Get ready to witness an amazing, incredible, nearly unbelievable act of talent by the 

wonderful [kid’s name]! Are you ready? Are you set? Let’s go!
Prompt the volunteer to perform the assigned task. Then lead the kids to applause. Thank the volunteer and call for others to 
perform additional tasks as time allows.
Say • Those were some marvelous displays. Weren’t you impressed? Why or why not? It seems silly to act like something is 

really awesome when it’s really not.
In today’s Bible story, Jesus talked about a man who thought he was better than everyone else. Let’s find out if the man 

was right.

Option 3: Charades
Before small group, list various professions on separate strips of paper. (chef, crossing guard, firefighter, police officer, baseball 
player, doctor, mail carrier, and so on) Then put the strips into a paper bag. Instruct kids to take turns pulling a strip from the bag 
and acting out the profession. Kids may make gestures but may not speak. 
Say • Charades is a game in which you pretend to be something or someone you’re not. In our Bible story, the Pharisee acted like 

he was righteous. He was prideful, thinking he was better than he actually was.
The Bible says that God rejects the proud but gives grace to the humble. The tax collector was humble. He 

recognized who he really was—a sinner who needed God’s mercy.

Option 4: Be served
Instruct kids to form pairs. Guide kids through a variety of tasks. One partner must do the task for the other. Prompt partners to 
switch roles after each task. 

Consider these sample tasks: remove your partner’s shoes and then put them back on his or her feet; fill a cup of water for your 
partner and help him or her take a drink; choose a passage from the Bible and read a few verses to your partner. Call for kids to 
gather and debrief.
Say • How did you feel when you served your partner? How did it feel to be served? Did you ever have trouble allowing someone 

to help you do something you thought you could do for yourself? [Allow kids to respond to each question.]
In today’s Bible story, the man who was proud thought he could do enough good things to impress God. The Bible is 

clear that we can’t impress God with our good works. The man who was humble in our Bible story knew he deserved to be 
punished for his sin. He admitted his sin and cried out to God for mercy. The Bible says that God rejects the proud but 
gives grace to the humble. If we admit that we need Jesus and that we are not good apart from Him, God will give us 
grace. He will forgive our sin and give us eternal life. 



Journal and prayer
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Encourage kids to write about if they ever consider themselves more righteous than others 
because they attend church or read the Bible.
Say • The Bible says that everyone has sinned. Our sin separates us from God because He is holy. God loves us not because we 

are good but because He is good. We can thank God for giving us special talents or abilities, but we cannot trust in 
ourselves for our purpose or salvation. Jesus gives us mercy—favor we do not deserve. He alone saves us from our sin.

Lead kids in prayer. Thank God for His mercy toward sinners. Ask that God would help us view ourselves and others in a way 
that brings glory to Him.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Words Matter” on the activity page. Direct kids to cross out the statements that do not 
bring honor or glory to God. (Answers: “I am glad I am not like that tax collector”; “God, I thank You that I am not greedy, 
dishonest, and unfaithful like other people”; “I am the best person here. I fast two days a week and tithe.” )


