
UNIT 21 

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
IDC Kids Preschool 

Bible Passage: Luke 18:9-14 

Key Passage: Mark 6:34 

Main Point: Jesus taught about being humble. 

Christ Connection: The tax collector asked God for forgiveness. Everyone has sinned 
and needs God’s forgiveness. Jesus came to take the punishment we deserve for our sin 
by dying on the cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because of Jesus, God will 
forgive our sin 

Watch this week’s IDC Kids Online Video 

Talk about the Bible story 
 Say • Jesus taught about being humble. The religious leader was wrong to think he was good. 
Everyone sins and needs God’s forgiveness—the tax collector, the religious leader, and us. Jesus 
came to take the punishment we deserve for our sin by dying on the cross. We can ask God for 
forgiveness and because of Jesus, God will forgive our sin. 

Ask the following review questions: 
 Who were the two men who went to the temple to pray? (a religious leader and a tax collector) 
 Who prayed, thanking God that he was better than others and telling God all the good things 
he did? (the religious leader)  
 Who prayed, asking God to have mercy on him because he was a sinner? (the tax collector) 
 Whose prayer made God happy? The religious leader’s or the tax collector’s? (the tax collector’s 
prayer) 

Learn the big picture question 
 Say • Can you answer our big picture question? Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories 

to teach people about God. The people Jesus met with needed to know that our good 
works do not make God love us more or make us better than other people. The story 
Jesus told showed that. 

Practice the key passage  
 Open your Bible to Mark 6:34. Read the key passage aloud several times.  

Say • In this parable, Jesus taught that people in God’s kingdom are humble. Humble people 

understand that God is the only One who is great, and every person is a sinner. All people 
need God to forgive them of their sin. 

Activities 

Decide between being proud and humble  
 Tell preschoolers you will call out different situations. If the person in the situation is proud, 
preschoolers should move to one side of the room. If the person in the situation is humble, 

https://youtu.be/KU3ZTsAoEvk


preschoolers should move to the other side of the room. Define proud for preschoolers as 
thinking you are better than others. Define humble as thinking of yourself like God thinks 
about you. 
Say • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector was humble. He did not think he 

was better than other people. But the religious leader was proud. He thought he was 
better than other people. Everyone has sinned and needs God’s forgiveness. We can ask 
God for forgiveness and because of Jesus, God will forgive our sin. 

Make a fingerprint crowd 
 Encourage children to use markers and fabric strips to decorate a craft stick to look like Jesus. 
Assist preschoolers in gluing the craft stick to construction paper and making many thumb 
prints around it to represent people.  
Say • Wherever Jesus went, people gathered around to hear His stories. Why did Jesus tell 

stories? Jesus told stories to teach people about God. Jesus’ parables helped people 
understand what life is like in God’s kingdom. 

Act proud 
 Direct children to sit around a step stool. Invite each child, one at a time, to stand on the stool 
and act very proud and haughty. Make sure to hold a child’s hand as she stands on the stool. 
Give each child a turn. 
Say • When you look down from the chair, everyone looks smaller. This was how the religious 

leader felt about other people in his heart. Other people were small; only he was 
important. God was not happy with his attitude because he was not humble. Jesus taught 
about being humble. 

Tell the story with puppets 
Create two paper bag puppets: one religious leader and one tax collector. You may provide 
craft supplies for preschoolers to make their own puppets if you’d like. Invite your child to 
reenact the parable using the puppets.  
Say • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach people about God. In today’s Bible 

story, Jesus taught about being humble. God was pleased with the tax collector’s prayer 
because he was humble.  

Activity page 
Download and print this week’s activity page 
Guide preschoolers to complete the maze to get the father to his lost son. 
Say • Whoa! At first, this looked like a hard maze, but it was actually very easy. The father 
went straight to his son. He was so happy to see his son who had been lost, he did not 
waste any time getting to him. Listen to our Bible story to find out who this father is like. 

Pray 
Say • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector knew he needed God to forgive him, 

and he cried out to God. Everyone is a sinner who needs forgiveness. Jesus took the 
punishment for our sin by dying on the cross. We can cry out to God like the tax 
collector and because of Jesus, God will forgive us. 

Say • God, we are sinners who need forgiveness. Make us humble. Remind us that Jesus was 
the most humble of all when He came to die for our sin. Amen. 

https://idckids.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/the-pharisee-and-the-tax-collector-preschool-activity-page.pdf

