
UNIT 21 

Kingdom Parables 
IDC Kids Elementary 

Bible Passage: Matthew 13 

Key Passage: Colossians 1:13-14 

Main Point: God’s growing kingdom is more 
valuable than anything. 

Christ Connection: The kingdom of God is growing in the world. This kingdom is valuable and 
worth giving everything for. While we wait for Jesus to return and fully set up His kingdom, we carry 
out the mission of telling others about King Jesus, who rescues sinners. 

Watch this week’s IDC Kids Online Video 

Review Questions 
1. Who fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy about listening and not understanding? (those who didn’t understand 

Jesus’ parables, Matt. 13:13-14) 
2. How is the kingdom of heaven like a mustard seed? (It looks small but grows large and provides 

shelter, Matt. 13:32) 
3. How is the kingdom of heaven like a buried treasure? (It is valuable and worth giving up everything 

to get, Matt. 13:44) 
4. Have you ever had to give up something to follow Jesus? Guide kids to discuss situations they may 

have faced where they had to choose obedience over popularity, comfort, or another thing the 
world can offer. Be prepared to share your own experiences too. 

5. Would you give up everything to follow Jesus? Help the kids think through the kinds of sacrifices 
some believers must make, such as missionaries or those living in places hostile to Jesus. Remind 
them that God may not tell them to give up everything, but they are called to be ready if necessary. 

6. How can you help God’s kingdom grow? Talk through ways kids can live on mission. Help them 
come up with ways to show love to others and creative ways they can share the gospel with friends 
and loved ones. Remind them that the Holy Spirit gives us wisdom and courage to know God’s will 
and obey it. 

Learn the big picture question 
 Say • Our big picture question is, How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His 

creation according to His perfect plan. 

Practice the key passage  
Instruct the kids to squat down low to the ground. Lead the kids to say the key passage very quietly. Then, 
repeat the key passage multiple times, increasing in volume and standing a bit more upright each time. 
When you say the passage for the last time, stand on tiptoes with arms stretched overhead and shout the 
verses.  
Say • Paul wrote this key passage as part of his letter to a church in Colossae. Paul explained the change faith 

brings. When we have faith in Jesus, we move from a kingdom of spiritual darkness—a kingdom of sin 

https://youtu.be/V-8ODEcjD9w


and death—to Jesus’ perfect kingdom of light, love, grace, and mercy. God’s growing kingdom is more 
valuable than anything. 

Activity Page 
Invite kids to complete the “Growing Up” activity page. Instruct the kids to assign each picture a number 
and a letter. Kids will assign A to the plant, B to the person, C to the duck, and D to the butterfly. Then kids 
will use numbers to indicate the order the stages should be in. For example, the egg will be labeled C1, as it 
is the youngest stage of the duck’s growth. Say • Good job putting those different creatures in the order 
they’d grow up. Today we will learn about God’s kingdom. It is always growing.  

Pray 
Say •  Lord, thank You for establishing a perfect kingdom. Thank You for inviting us into it. Use us in Your 

plans to grow Your perfect kingdom. Amen. 

Activity 

Kingdom trees 

Distribute a sheet of paper to each kid. Instruct the kids to draw a simple tree shape without leaves on the 
branches. Tell the kids to write their name in the middle of the tree trunk and the name of the person who 
first told them the gospel at the base of the tree. Then, allow the kids to tear off bits of green construction 
paper and write the names of people they can tell the gospel to on each “leaf” before gluing it to the bare 
branches of their tree. 

Say • We use the image of a tree to help us think about our families. The base of a family tree is made up by 
your ancestors, like great-grandparents. The branches are your brothers, sisters, and eventually your children 
and children’s children. In a way, this is also a good way to think about God’s kingdom. Someone told you 
the gospel, and you can tell other people the gospel. As people trust in Jesus, they become part of God’s 
kingdom, which is also God’s family! God’s growing kingdom is more valuable than anything. 
  


