
UNIT 21 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 
IDC Kids Preschool 

Bible Passage: Matthew 21; Mark 11; 
Luke 19; John 12 

Story Point: People welcomed Jesus as their King. 

Key Passage: Philippians 2:8 

Big Picture Question: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Christ Connection: The people were happy to see Jesus. They knew He was their King. Jesus came riding on a donkey, 
just as the prophet Zechariah said He would. (Zechariah 9:9) One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as 
King over everything. (Revelation 19:11). 

Watch this week’s IDC Kids Online Video 

Review Questions 
What animal did Jesus ride when He entered Jerusalem? (donkey)  
Did a small or large crowd of people come to welcome Jesus? (large) 
What did people lay on the road when they saw Jesus coming? (their robes and palm branches) 
What did the people shout when they saw Jesus? (Hosanna, which means “Save now”) 
Who did not want to hear the people shouting praises to Jesus? (the religious leaders) 
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Say • People welcomed Jesus as their King. They were happy to see Him. When Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem, 
the people laid palm branches and their robes on the road. They cheered and shouted, “Hosanna,” which means 
“Save now!” One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as King over everything.  

Learn the big picture question 
Say • The people were happy to see Jesus. They knew He was their King, but they did not yet know what their King 

would do to save them. What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. Jesus is 
the King over everything. He loves us and wants us to love and trust Him. 

Practice the key passage  
Place the key passage marker at Philippians 2:8. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 
passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as they say the key passage. Use the key passage song video for 
inspiration. 
Say • Jesus is the King over everything, but our key passage says that Jesus humbled Himself. Jesus did something most 
kings would never do. Jesus died on a cross to take the punishment we deserve for our sin. When we turn away from 
our sin and trust in Jesus, we have life with God forever.  

Activity Page (if you didn’t order them, you still can download and print HERE) 
Invite preschoolers to look for the items shown in the key in the picture. Suggest they count how many of each item 
they see and write the number in the box below the item on the key.   
Say • Good job counting the items in the crowd. In today's Bible story, a large crowd of people traveled to Jerusalem 

to celebrate Passover. Passover was a special celebration when God's people remembered how God had saved 
them from being slaves in Egypt. Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem too. Listen to the Bible story to 
hear what happened when they arrived.  

https://idckids.com/online-content/
https://idckids.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/tgp03v9p_unit26_printables_activitypages_preschool.pdf


Activities 

Cut slits in palm leaves 
Before the session, cut palm leaves shapes from green construction paper. To quickly make the shapes, fold the paper 
in half and cut an oval shape with a point on the top. Give a shape to each child. Demonstrate how to cut slits around 
the edges and roll them up and back to add dimension to the leaves. Help a child tape a craft stick to the bottom 
center portion to create a handle. 
Say • When He entered Jerusalem, people welcomed Jesus as their King. They cut palm branches from trees and laid 

them on the road in front of Jesus. The crowds shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

Build a block road 
Tape two parallel lines on the floor. Invite children to set blocks along the lines to create a road. Guide children to line 
up people figures along the road to create a crowd.  
Say • People had heard about Jesus and wanted to see Him. A crowd gathered along the road when they heard He 

was coming. People welcomed Jesus as their King. One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as 
King over everything. 

Jump up 
Invite preschoolers to gather in a circle around you. Demonstrate how to crouch down and close your eyes.  Explain 
that when you say, “Jump up!” the children should open their eyes, jump up, and shout, “The King is here!” Repeat 
several times, varying how long the children crouch each time. Allow children to take turns standing in the middle and 
directing the others to jump up.  
Say • In today’s Bible story, a large crowd of people gathered in Jerusalem and welcomed Jesus as their King as He 

rode in on a donkey. The children shouted, “The king is here! The king is here!”  

Make palm branches 
Show children how to each rip three or four 1-foot pieces of streamer off a roll of green crepe paper. After each child 
has their streamers, show them how to twist up one end of each piece. Help each child tape the twisted ends of his 
streamers to a craft stick. Write a child’s name on his craft stick. 
Say • Let’s wave our streamers in the air as if we are celebrating. In today’s Bible story, a large crowd of people had 

come to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. They saw Jesus riding a donkey, and they were so excited. They cut 
branches from palm trees and waved them and laid them on the road as Jesus passed by.  

Crawl on coats 
Spread out six coats in a row on the floor about a foot apart. Form a line at the first coat. Show preschoolers how to 
crawl from coat to coat, one at a time. Lead preschoolers to say the story point, one word per coat, as each child 
crawls. Repeat as time allows with each child. 
Say • People welcomed Jesus as their King. They were happy to see Him and praised Him by laying their robes on the 

road in front of Him. They knew He was their King. Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the prophet Zechariah 
said He would. One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as King over everything. 

Praise Jesus with music  
Set out several different types of rhythm instruments. Play music. Invite preschoolers to select an instrument and sing 
and play along with the music they hear.  
Say • Crowds walked ahead of Jesus, and those who followed Him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” The 

children were saying, “The king is here! The king is here!” They were praising Jesus, like we are praising Him 
with our music. The word hosanna means “Save now!” What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross 
and rose from the dead.


