
Unit 25 • Session 4
Jesus Raised Lazarus

Bible Passage: 
John 11

STORY POINT: 
Jesus has power over death.

Key Passage: 
Colossians 1:13-14

Big Picture Question:
How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His creation 

according to His perfect plan.

Review Questions
How long had Lazarus been in the tomb when Jesus arrived in 

Bethany? (four days, John 11:17)
Who did Martha say Jesus is? (the Messiah, the Son of God; 

John 11:27)
What happened when Jesus told Lazarus to come out? (Lazarus 

obeyed, John 11:44)
How can we know Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God? Guide 

kids to think about what Jesus said about Himself, what others 
said about Jesus, and what Jesus’ actions communicated. 
Remind the kids that only God has power over death. Jesus is 
God the Son, and we can trust what the Bible says about Him. 

What does it mean to live even if you die? Direct kids to think 
about the new life we receive through Jesus. Help the kids 
think through both the abundant life we receive as soon as we 
become Christians and the resurrection and eternal life we are 
promised in the future. Eternal life starts right away.

How do you feel when you think about death? Help kids process 



the complexity of grief. Remind kids that sadness about death 
is normal and healthy. Explain that death was not part of God’s 
original design for creation. Point out that Christians have hope 
even in sadness because we know that death is not the end for 
those in Christ. All believers who die are reunited with God and 
live in His perfect kingdom forever.

Activities
Good friends
Direct the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start by saying one 
thing about herself that she believes makes her a good friend. Go 
around the circle, allowing each kid to share something about himself 
that makes him a good friend. End the game by asking the kids what 
about Jesus makes Him a good friend.
SAY • Jesus is the best friend we could ever have. Today, we will 

hear a story about a time when one of Jesus’ friends got sick 
and the friend’s sisters asked Jesus to come heal him. Jesus 
didn’t go right away but waited until the friend died! Do you 
think that something like death can stop Jesus from being a 
good friend? No way! We’ll learn more soon.

Emotions charades
Invite volunteers to take turns acting out emotions. Challenge the 
other kids to try and guess what emotion the kid is pretending to feel. 
Make sure to end the game by acting out sadness.
Say • Usually you can tell how a person is feeling by looking at facial 

expressions and actions. In our story today, we will learn about 
something that made Jesus cry. What do you think might 
cause Jesus to feel sad and cry?

Wrap him up
Form two or more teams of kids. Provide each team with a roll of 
bathroom tissue. Explain that the teams must select a volunteer to 



wrap tightly with the bathroom tissue. When you say go, give the 
teams a few minutes to wrap their volunteer. Ensure no kids have 
tissue wrapped in a way that could be dangerous, such as around 
their necks or covering their nose and mouth. At the end, award titles 
to the teams, such as “Fastest Wrapping,” “Neatest Wrapping,” or 
“Most Tissue Used.” Allow the wrapped kids a chance to break free.
Say • In Jesus’ day, when a person died, he would be wrapped 

tightly in cloth. Since the person was dead, no one had to 
worry about wrapping the person comfortably or making sure 
he could get out—a dead person wouldn’t need to get out!

When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus came 
out all wrapped up and needed help getting unwrapped! It was 
a true miracle. Jesus has power over death. Everyone who 
has faith in Him will live forever with God. Even after we die, 
we have hope for the end of time. Jesus will return, raise 
believers from the dead, and fully set up His kingdom.


