
Unit 26 • Session 4
Jesus Was Arrested

Bible Passage: 
Matthew 26–27

STORY POINT: 
Jesus allowed His enemies

to arrest Him.

Key Passage: 
Philippians 2:8

Big Picture Question:
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross, 

and rose from the dead.

Review Questions
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

What did Jesus pray in the garden? (“Let this cup pass from me. 
Yet not as I will, but as you will,” Matt. 26:39)

Which disciple betrayed Jesus and how? (Judas, with a kiss; 
Matt. 26:47-49)

How did Jesus respond when the high priest told Jesus to say if 
He is the Messiah? (Jesus agreed, Matt. 26:64)

Why do you think Peter denied knowing Jesus? Guide kids to 
discuss the fear Peter surely felt. If the religious leaders had 
arrested Jesus, what would stop them from also arresting and 
punishing Jesus’ followers? Peter was focused on his own 
physical well-being and comfort, not on Jesus. 

When might we feel tempted to pretend we don’t know Jesus? 
Guide kids to discuss the pressure the world will put on them to 
disobey God. Remind them that Satan is always working to 
convince people to worship things or people other than God. It 



may feel easier or more comfortable to ignore Jesus, but we 
are called to boldly preach the gospel to all.

What is something difficult or scary that God may ask you to do? 
Guide kids to think through situations they may face now or in 
the future. Remind them that no matter what situations we 
face, we always have hope for the future. Someday Jesus will 
return and destroy all evil, fixing the world for us to live with 
God forever.

Say • Jesus allowed His enemies to arrest Him. He knew that 
God’s plan would be painful, scary, sad, and very difficult. He 
obeyed anyway and went to the cross to take the punishment 
we deserve. He is our Savior.

Activities
Red light, green light
Invite the kids to stand along one wall. Select one kid to stand at the 
opposite wall, facing away from the rest of the group. When she says 
“green light,” the other kids may move across the room to reach her. 
When she says “red light,” she may turn around to try and catch kids 
who are still moving. Any kid caught moving on a red light must 
return to the starting position.
SAY • If you broke the rules of that game, you had to start over. It is 

difficult to play a game like red light, green light perfectly. It is 
impossible to live our lives perfectly. We all have sin. The only 
exception is Jesus, who never sinned. Today we will learn 
about a time Jesus was arrested even though He did not do 
anything wrong. 

Paper chains
Help the kids make paper chains by connecting looped strips of 
paper together like links. Provide time for kids to slip their hands into 
the links at the ends of their chains to pretend they are handcuffs. 
Allow the kids to break free of their chains, if they wish.



Say • If you are actually going to arrest someone, you need much 
stronger chains than these! Today we will hear about a time 
Jesus was arrested. Jesus is God’s Son, so the only way any 
chains could hold Him is if He allowed it to happen. Why would 
Jesus allow His enemies to arrest Him? We’ll learn more soon.

Pass the cup
Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Give one kid a plastic cup. While you 
play music, the kids will pass the cup around the circle. When you 
stop the music, whoever is holding the cup must say the big picture 
question and answer, story point, or key passage from memory. 
Say • In the garden, Jesus prayed that God would spare Him from 

dying on the cross. Even so, Jesus knew that there was no 
other way for us to have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus 
obeyed God even though it was difficult and scary. Jesus 
allowed His enemies to arrest Him. Jesus wanted to obey 
God and glorify Him, even though it meant death on the cross.


