
UNIT 21 

Jesus Was Arrested 
IDC Kids Preschool 

Bible Passage: Matthew 26–27 

Story Point: Jesus was arrested though He did nothing wrong. 

Key Passage: Philippians 2:8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 

Big Picture Question: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Christ Connection: Christ Connection: Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue people from sin. Jesus’ 
friends left Him and He was arrested, but Jesus did not fight back. He wanted to do His Father’s plan no matter what. 

Watch this week’s IDC Kids Online Video 

Review Questions 
Where did Jesus go to pray? (a garden) 
How did Jesus feel as He prayed? (very sad) 
What did Jesus find the disciples doing when He finished praying? (sleeping) 
What did Jesus say when He was asked if He was the Messiah, God’s Son? (“Yes, that’s right.”) 
What did Peter say when asked if he was Jesus’ friend? (“No! I don’t even know Him!”) 
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Say • Jesus knew it was almost time for Him to go to the cross. He went to a garden to pray. When Jesus finished 
praying, Judas brought a crowd to Jesus to arrest Him. The religious leaders said Jesus was lying about being 
God’s Son. Later, Peter even said he was not Jesus’ friend. Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue 
people from sin. His friends left Him and He was arrested, but Jesus did not fight back. He wanted to do His 
Father’s plan no matter what. 

Learn the big picture question 
Say • Our big picture question asks, What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Jesus told His disciples to remember Him. We can remember what Jesus did for us too! 

Practice the key passage  
Before the session, write the key passage on a large cross cut from paper. Cut the cross into pieces and hide the pieces 
around the room. Place the key passage marker at Philippians 2:8. Guide preschoolers to find the pieces. Work 
together to assemble the verse. Invite a child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. 
Say • Jesus humbled Himself, allowing Himself to be arrested without fighting back. He was getting ready to humble 

Himself even more by dying on the cross. 

Activity Page (if you didn’t order them, you still can download and print HERE) 
Instruct preschoolers to begin the maze at the start arrow and trace a path through the garden scene until they reach 
the picture of Jesus. 
Say • Good job finding your way through the garden maze to Jesus! In today’s Bible story, Jesus and His disciples went 

to a garden to pray. Listen to the story to hear what Jesus prayed.  
   
Pray 
Say • God, thank You for sending Jesus to make a new covenant. Change our hearts. Forgive us for our sin and help us 

obey You. Amen. 

https://idckids.com/online-content/
https://idckids.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/tgp03v9p_unit26_printables_activitypages_preschool.pdf


Activities 

Give a thumbs-up or thumbs-down 
Form a circle. Tell preschoolers to give a thumbs-up if you describe something Jesus did or a thumbs-down if you 
describe something Jesus did not do. Give all true (thumbs-up) statements about Jesus’ life, such as:  

Jesus had a family. 
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. 
Jesus was tempted and never sinned. 
Jesus chose disciples to follow Him. 
Jesus healed a man who could not walk. 
Jesus healed a man who could not see. 
Jesus taught people about God’s kingdom.  
Jesus calmed a storm. 
Jesus fed a large crowd with five loaves and two fish.  
Jesus walked on water. 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. 
Jesus said He is the Messiah. 

Say • In today’s Bible story, Jesus was betrayed and then arrested. He was sent to the high priest, who accused Him of 
telling lies. Then one of Jesus’ closest friends said he did not even know Jesus. Then Jesus was taken away to the 
governor.  

Plant a garden 
Turn colanders upside down. Show children how to poke the stems of the artificial greenery through the holes to make 
the leaves and flowers stand up, creating a “garden.” Remove the greenery and play again as time allows. 
Say • In today's Bible story, Jesus went to a garden to pray. Some of His friends went with Him, but they fell asleep 

while He was praying. Listen to the story to find out what happened after Jesus finished praying. 

Make leaf rubbings  
Post an allergy alert. Place copy paper, unwrapped crayons, magnifying glasses, and leaves on a table. Turn over the 
leaves and use a magnifying glass to show children the veining on the back. Lay a piece of paper over a facedown leaf. 
Invite a child to rub the side of a crayon over the paper to reveal the leaf underneath. Repeat with different leaves. 
Write the story point on each child's artwork.  
Say • Jesus went to a garden with His friends to pray. He knew that His disciples would leave Him and that Peter 

would even deny knowing Him. Jesus knew that it was time for Him to do God’s plan to rescue God’s people 
from sin. What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Carry the torch 
Make a simple Olympic torch by taping tissue paper around the top of a flashlight. Invite children to spread out 
around the room. Explain that at every Olympic Games, the Olympic torch is carried throughout the country in a 
relay. Show preschoolers how to carry the torch and pass it on to the next person. When a child receives the torch, ask 
her to name one thing the group can pray for missionaries. Be prepared with a suggestions (people will have Bibles, 
people will trust in Jesus, missionaries will be safe, missionaries will be able to help people). 
Say • At the Olympics not long ago, missionaries in Japan asked people to pray everywhere the torch was carried. We 

can keep the "prayer torch" going by praying that God would continue to work in people who were involved in 
the Olympic Games. 

Plant seeds 
Show your child how to a layer of gravel in the bottom of his cup for drainage. Help him spoon soil in his cup to fill it 
to an inch below the rim. Guide a child to select seeds and gently push them beneath the soil’s surface with his 
fingertips. When he is finished planting, show him how to mist the top of the soil. Place the entire cup into a ziplock 
bag and sit the cup upright. 



Say • Jesus prayed in a garden. Jesus prayed. “Father! If it is possible, do not let this happen. But I want to do Your 
plan.” When you see these seeds start to sprout and grow, you can remember that Jesus obeyed His Father’s plan 
to save us from sin. Jesus was arrested though He did nothing wrong. 


