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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Samuel 8–10 from the Bible.
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Have you ever visited a frozen yogurt shop that allows you to choose your own toppings? They 
have hundreds of choices: crumbled cookies, gummy worms, fruit, sprinkles, and even candy 
that you can pour over to make your sweet treat even sweeter! It’s very tempting to want all the 
toppings, but that would only lead to a stomachache and lots of regret! 

The people of Israel did not like the judges God had put in charge of leading them. When 
they saw how other nations around them had kings, the Israelites wanted a king of their own! 
Samuel warned the people that they would regret asking for a king, but the Israelites didn’t 
care. So, God gave the people what they wanted—a king named Saul. 

The Israelites chose their own way and rejected God’s way. Sin is choosing anything that goes 
against God and His commands. We’ve all sinned because we thought our way would be 
better than God’s way. But God is so great that He had an even better plan to save us! God 
sent Jesus to be the perfect King. Jesus trusted God’s plan and gave His life to save all who 
believe in Him!

God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust 
God’s plan. They wanted a king like the nations around them. God had a better plan: to 
eventually send His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect King forever.

Pray: God, help us to trust in You and Your plans for us. When we want to choose our own 
way, give us the strength to follow You. And when we sin by choosing our way instead of Yours, 
remind us of the forgiveness that is found in Jesus! 
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Ask God to help your family trust in His goodness and His plans—even when unexpected 
things happen. How does our faith grow in difficult situations? How does remembering God’s 
faithfulness help you face the unexpected?

Evenings
Praise God for His faithfulness to you today. Thank Him for being there for you all day—no 
matter what happened. Where did you see God’s goodness in your day? How does celebrating 
His goodness today help us prepare for tomorrow?  

For Fun
Play “king for a day” throughout the week, allowing each family member to have a turn making 
decisions like what game the family will play, what movie the family will watch, or what dessert 
the family will eat. Discuss how earthly kings do what they want, but Jesus, our heavenly King, 
rules over all and always does what God the Father wants. 

To Serve
Take time to pray for the elected officials who serve your family. Write a letter letting them know 
your family has prayed for them and for the job God has given them to do. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Samuel 11 from the Bible.
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The American Bison is the largest mammal in North America, weighing up to 2,000 pounds! 
While their size is impressive, the way they protect one another is even more amazing. When 
danger is near, the herd of bison will circle around the young calves and weaker bison to 
protect them. The herd sticks together to keep every member safe! 

The people of Jabesh were terrified when the Ammonite army surrounded their city. The men 
knew they were not strong enough to fight. Their only hope was for someone to come with 
help to save them, so they called on Saul. Saul gathered men from across Israel and Judah. 
Like bison who protect one another, the people came together to fight. The men defeated the 
Ammonites and saved the city of Jabesh. The people praised God and made Saul their king.

God used Saul to keep the Israelites safe and deliver them from their enemy, and the people 
trusted Saul as their king. When we needed an even greater rescue, God sent Jesus to save 
us from sin and deliver all those who believe in Him! When we realize all Jesus has done to 
save us, our response should be to worship Him as the King of kings! 

God chose Saul to be the Israelites’ king. With God’s help, Saul brought the Israelites 
together to defeat their enemy. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus 
brings together everyone who trusts in Him and gives us victory over sin and death.

Pray: God, we praise You for sending Jesus to be our Deliverer. He has come to save all who 
believe in Him, and He offers victory over sin. Help us to trust in Him as King.
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Ask God to help you be aware of those you might encounter who need to hear about Jesus’ 
love and encouragement. Ask Him for boldness to serve those people. How might God use 
your family to point others to Jesus?

Evenings
Thank God for sending Jesus to be the King over all kings! Think about all the ways Jesus is 
the perfect King. Make a list of the reasons and spend time praising Him for each one. How 
does Jesus bring together all those who trust in Him?

For Fun
Choose a large object like a chair or couch that would be difficult for kids to move on their own. 
Allow each child the opportunity to lift the object using their own strength. Then, have all family 
members work together to lift the object using their combined strength. Remind kids of how 
the Israelites worked together to defeat their enemy and how God can use His people—the 
Church—to do more than we can do on our own. 

To Serve
Talk with your church leadership or research online to find a group of people from your church 
or a local nonprofit serving your community that you can join as a service opportunity. After 
serving with the group, discuss how people working together can have a greater result than 
people working alone.
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Samuel 13–15 from the Bible.
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In 1964, Jim Marshall, a linebacker for the Minnesota Vikings, made history for the wrong 
reasons. The opposing team fumbled the football, which Jim picked up and ran 66 yards into 
the end zone! The problem was that Jim had run the wrong way! Instead of six points for his 
team, Jim’s mistake gave two points to the other team! 

Like Jim, we all make mistakes, and mistakes have consequences. For King Saul, his mistakes 
cost him his crown. When he faced the Philistine army, Saul tried to make an offering to God, 
which was only allowed by priests. After defeating the Amalekites, Saul again disobeyed God’s 
commands. Because of his disobedience, God would replace Saul with another king. 

Even though Saul was king, he was not perfect. Saul sinned against God, and his sin had 
consequences. Our sin has consequences too—the biggest of which is to be separated from 
God for all eternity. Our only hope is found in Jesus—the perfect king!

God gave the Israelites a king, but Saul did not obey God. God had a plan to send His 
Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and died so sinners could be 
forgiven and accepted.

Pray: Jesus, thank You for perfectly obeying God, even to the cross. Because You perfectly 
obeyed and gave Your life for us, we can have forgiveness and acceptance by believing in 
You. We praise You as the perfect King!
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Ask God to remove pride in your life and to help you put others first. How does pride stop us 
from loving others as we should? How can pride lead us into other sinful behaviors? 

Evenings
Ask God to grow your love for Jesus so that you can serve Him with all your heart. Why does 
loving someone make you want to please them? How does our love for Jesus lead us to live in 
obedience?

For Fun
Start a stopwatch and challenge family members to try and guess when two minutes have 
passed. Discuss how Saul waited far more than two minutes for Samuel to arrive, but still 
should have trusted and waited rather than disobeying God. 

To Serve
Put together a care basket for cancer patients who are undergoing treatments. Search online 
to get ideas of items to include in the basket. Deliver the basket to a patient or donate through 
a local cancer center. Take a moment to pray for the patient and their treatments. Reminds kids 
that even though they are enduring trials, God is still good and has a plan for their lives.
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of Genesis 18 from the Bible.
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How odd would it be to let your dog make the rules for your house? You’d have to play fetch all 
day, eat every meal from a bowl, and everyone must use the bathroom outside! That would be 
ridiculous because a dog is not the right person to make rules for people!

When it comes to people, only God can be trusted to make the rules. God created everything 
and He is King over everything. He is always good and always just, so we can rejoice in the 
rules He makes for us. 

The people of Sodom and Gomorrah disobeyed God’s rules. Abraham tried to find even a few 
who had not sinned against God, but there was no one. God destroyed the city as judgement 
for their sin. It might sound scary to hear what happened to the city, but sin must be punished. 
God is doing what is right and good by judging sin. One day, God will judge everyone for their 
sin. The good news is that Jesus has taken the punishment for sin and pardons all those who 
trust in Him.

God is good to judge sin. He is the Judge of all the earth, and He always does what is 
right. God will punish the guilty. The good news of the gospel is that Jesus took the 
punishment our sin deserves, and everyone who trusts in Him is declared righteous 
before God.

Pray: God, You are good and just. You created everything and rule over it with Your goodness. 
We thank You for giving us rules to help us honor You, and we thank You for sending Jesus to 
offer forgiveness for us when we sin.
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Praise Jesus for perfectly obeying God—even obedience to die on the cross for our sins. Why 
is it good for God to judge sin? How did Jesus’ sacrifice cover the cost of our sin? 

Evenings
Take a moment to confess any sin that might come to your mind. Think about the 
consequences and punishments that you might have faced or might deserve for your sin. Pray 
for every family member to know Jesus and trust in His sacrifice for their sins.

For Fun
Discuss a family favorite movie or book series that has a “bad guy.” Ask if it would be a good 
story if the bad guy didn’t have any consequences for his actions. Talk about the fact that, 
because we all sin, we are all “bad guys.” God is good and right to give consequences to 
sinners, and the only way for sinners like us to be saved is by trusting in Jesus. 

To Serve
Visit the website for International Justice Mission and read more about their mission to end 
slavery. Consider volunteering, praying, or starting a fundraiser to support their efforts to 
protect victims and promote justice around the world. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Samuel 16 from the Bible.
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In 2016, a bidder at Sotheby’s auction paid $61,250 for a small piece of fungus! Before you 
think he was too crazy, this fungus was a European White Truffle, a rare delicacy. Chefs from 
around the world crave truffles to use in their recipes. Even though a truffle is a fungus that 
grows in the dirt, it has been set apart as one of the most treasured foods in the world.

If you stumbled across a truffle in the wild, you might not even know what it is. It doesn’t look 
like something that could sell for thousands of dollars. Much like truffles, it can be hard to judge 
people just by looking at the outside. When God told Samuel to find the next king of Israel, it 
would’ve been easy to look for the strongest warrior, wisest teacher, or most handsome prince. 
Instead, God chose David, a young shepherd boy who was the youngest of his family. 

David didn’t look like the obvious choice for king, but God saw beyond his appearance and 
treasured David as the king He wanted. Much later, God would send another king that looked 
different than what the people expected. His name is Jesus, and He is the King above all 
kings!

Samuel anointed David, setting him apart to be the next king. God’s choice for Israel’s 
king was surprising; David was the youngest in his family, but God saw David’s heart 
for the Lord. When Jesus came to earth, He seemed like a surprising choice for a king. 
Jesus is the perfect King who saves us from our sin and reigns forever.

Pray: God, we praise You because You are wise! You give purpose and value to those the 
world might overlook. We praise You for seeing beyond what we can see and using all things 
for Your glory!
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Ask God to help you not judge people by their looks, intelligence, or popularity. Ask God to help 
you see people the way He sees them and to love them the way He wants you to love them. 
How does God view people differently than the world? How does being made in the image of 
God give all people value? 

Evenings
Praise God for using the unlikely and unexpected to accomplish His plans and bring glory to 
Himself! How was Jesus a different type of king than what people expected? How might God 
want to use you and your friends to bring Him glory?

For Fun
As a family, take a trip to the grocery store and pick out fruit that looks delicious. Discuss how 
we can usually tell if fruit will be good on the inside by how it looks on the outside, but people 
are not the same. We can’t tell about a person’s heart on the inside by looking on the outside. 
Only God knows everyone’s heart. 

To Serve
Ask your church staff for a list of kids who attend your church. Send a card or gift to each kid 
with a note that challenges them to love Jesus and serve Him. Encourage them that God can 
use them for His glory as young kids. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Samuel 17 from the Bible.
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For centuries, people have used levers and pulleys to make life easier. The lever and pulley 
are simple machines that use the laws of physics to lift and move massive weight. By using 
these machines, a single person can lift weight that no human could without the help of these 
inventions! You may not even know it, but these machines help you every day to accomplish 
things that you cannot do for yourself!

When the Israelites stood against the Philistine army, they were terrified. They knew they 
had no power to defeat Goliath or the Philistines with their own strength. David came to the 
battlefield just in time to hear the Philistine giant mocking the Israelite army. He knew that 
something must be done, so he stepped up to fight Goliath.

When David approached, Goliath mocked his size and his choice of weapons. David replied, 
“You come to fight with a spear and sword, but I come to fight in the name of the Lord! God 
always wins His battles!” God used David and the stone from his sling to defeat Goliath and 
save the Israelite army! 

The Israelites were not strong enough to fight Goliath, the mighty Philistine warrior, on 
their own. God gave David power to defeat Goliath. David reminds us of Jesus, who 
came to save us from our greatest enemies: sin and death. Jesus, the ultimate hero, 
saves us from our sin and gives us eternal life.

Pray: God, thank You for being our defender! When we had no hope to save ourselves, You 
sent Jesus to defeat sin and give eternal life to all who believe in Him! 
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Thank Jesus for defeating sin through the cross and conquering death through His 
resurrection! Think about this battle He has already won and how you can face today with 
courage because He is victorious! 

Evenings
Ask God for courage to step out in faith and do what He calls you to do. Why can you trust 
God to be with you when you serve Him? 

For Fun
Work together to build a pillow tower or box tower that is 9 feet 9 inches tall. Use a small pillow 
or beanbag to try to knock the tower over. Discuss how intimidating a warrior that tall would 
have been. 

To Serve
Visit a city park to pass out bottled water. Talk with people to form new friendships. Invite them 
to your church, if the opportunities arise. Remind kids that water is a basic need of all people—
especially on a hot day—but our greatest need is Jesus! Like God used David to defeat the 
giant enemy, God sent Jesus to conquer sin and death for us! 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 2 Samuel 6–7 from the Bible.
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Hoshi Ryokan, a hotel in Japan, is the oldest family business in the world. The hotel was 
started in 718, and it has been owned and operated by the same family every day since. The 
business has now been passed down through 46 generations!

It’s rare to see something like a home or business pass from generation to generation without 
interruption. David probably felt shocked and honored when God promised that someone 
from his family would be king forever. In an age when kings would rise and fall, God’s promise 
shows how faithful He is to keep the family of David on the throne forever. Only God can keep 
such a promise!

God made another promise. He promised to send a Savior who would rescue people from sin. 
The promised Savior is Jesus, who just happened to be the 25th great-grandfather of David. 
Jesus came from the family of David and is now the King of kings who sits on the throne 
forever! 

God promised David that every future king of Israel would come from David’s family, 
and David’s kingdom would last forever. God kept His promise by sending His Son, 
Jesus, as one of David’s descendants. Jesus is our King who will rule over God’s 
people forever.

Pray: God, You always keep Your promises. You kept Your promise to David, and You kept 
Your promise to the world by sending Jesus as the Savior. Help us to believe in Your promise 
of eternal life for all who believe in Jesus. 
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Ask God to help you discover His plans for your life. Ask Him to remind you that His plans are 
better than your plans. How can knowing God better—who He is and what He has done—help 
you trust His plans for your life? 

Evenings
Praise God for always keeping His promises! Thank Him for the ways His faithfulness 
increases your faith in Him. How was God faithful to David? How has God been faithful to you?  

For Fun
Look at your wedding pictures. If you are not married, show wedding pictures of close friends 
or extended family members. Explain that in a wedding, the husband and wife make a lifelong 
promise to each other and God to be faithful. Discuss how God made an everlasting promise 
to David that was fulfilled in Jesus. 

To Serve
Volunteer to serve in a new ministry of your church for the next four weeks. As a family, discuss 
the volunteer opportunity and how important it is to honor the commitment made to the church. 
Talk with kids about how God is always faithful to keep the commitments He makes to His 
people. We can always trust God to keep His promises! 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 2 Samuel 11–12 from the Bible.
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Every year, an average of 64,100 wildfires erupt in the United States. These wildfires destroy 
nearly 7 million acres of land. The worst part of all is that human carelessness is the main 
cause for these devastating fires. Many of them start with just a spark and burn for months!

The thought of one spark leading to a devastating wildfire reminds us of what happened in 
King David’s life. David sinned against God by watching Bathsheba from his palace. This was 
the spark of sin that fanned into a wildfire of sin. David’s disobedience continued as he took 
another man’s wife, had the man killed in battle, and tried to cover up his sins with lies. 

David tried to hide his sin from God, but nothing is hidden from Him. David’s son died 
because of his father’s sin. Like the devastation caused by wildfires, David’s sin had major 
consequences in his life. 

Sin continues to wreak havoc in our lives too. We face consequences here and now when we 
disobey, but the greatest consequence is that sin separates us from God. It causes us to miss  
out on the relationship with God that we were created to have. But there is good news! The 
good news of Jesus is that He came to take our sin and all its consequences on Himself. He 
died in our place, and then resurrected to offer eternal life to all who trust in Him. 

When David repented of his sin, God forgave him, but sin always comes with a price. 
God spared David’s life, but David’s son died. When we sin, we deserve death. But we 
can receive God’s forgiveness because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for 
our sin.

Pray: God, You are great, and nothing is hidden from You. Even when our sin deserves to be 
punished, You loved the world enough to send Jesus. Help us to confess our sin and seek the 
forgiveness You offer to us through Jesus.
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Thank God for the forgiveness He made available through Jesus. Think of Jesus’ sacrifice and 
the peace it brings to those who trust in Him. How can we share the hope found in Jesus with 
others? Why is it important for us to tell others about Jesus’ sacrifice? 

Evenings
Ask God to guard you from sin and the consequences that come with sin. Ask Him to give 
you a delight in His Word so that it can help you not sin against Him. How does reading 
God’s Word help you grow closer to Him?  How can staying near to God help you avoid the 
temptation of sin? 

For Fun
Reenact Nathan’s story of the rich man, the poor man, and the sheep. Use a favorite candy 
to represent the sheep and two family members to represent the rich man and the poor man. 
Discuss how the story represents David and his sin. 

To Serve
Gather toiletry items and non-perishable snacks that can be donated to meet the needs of 
people at a homeless shelter or individuals you might encounter as a family. Remind kids that 
God has provided for our greatest need by sending Jesus to save us from our sin. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of Psalm 51 from the Bible.
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Like most kids, you probably have toys, books, clothes, and plenty of other stuff scattered 
across the room. What if your mom told you to clean your room and you pushed everything 
into the closet and under the bed rather than actually cleaning up? If your mom is like most, 
she would not be too pleased with your effort! Pushing the clutter into the closet or stuffing it 
under the bed only hides the mess rather than cleaning up the mess. 

We often try to cover up our sin by ignoring it or lying about it. Sometimes we even try to fix our 
sin by doing good things to make up for it. Like clothes shoved under the bed, we can try to 
cover up our sin, but the mess is still there! 

David’s prayer to God did not ask Him to hide sin or cover it up. David begged God to wash 
away his sin and make him whiter than snow. David asked God for a clean heart. When people 
trust in Jesus, Jesus doesn’t hide their sin or make them feel better about it. Jesus wipes away 
every record of wrong and gives believers new life to live for Him!

David confessed his sin and asked God to change his heart so that he would not 
want to sin again. When we realize our sin, we can confess to God and ask for His 
forgiveness. Jesus covers our guilt and changes our hearts so we can have life with 
Him forever.

Pray: God, thank You for Your faithful love to us even when we don’t deserve it. Help us to 
confess our sin and trust in Jesus to receive the forgiveness that washes us whiter than snow. 
We will praise You like David did because You are the God who saves!
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
As you begin a new day, ask God to help you obey and honor Him today. Take the time to pray 
for specific struggles or issues that cause you to sin. Ask God to remove those obstacles from 
your life. How does God’s love motivate us to obey Him? How does trusting in Jesus change 
our hearts? 

Evenings
Praise God for the gift of grace which comes through Jesus. Thank Him for loving us while we 
were sinners and sending Jesus to be the sacrifice that washes away the sin of all who trust in 
Him.

For Fun
Research how to make reverse tie-dye shirts using bleach on solid-color shirts. Make shirts 
together. Discuss how bleach removes colors and how that reminds us of God removing our 
sin. Spend time praying as a family and confessing sin to Him. 

To Serve
Go to a local park to pick up trash and debris. Talk with kids about how the trash reminds us of 
how sin has ruined the perfect world God created. Remind kids that Jesus’ sacrifice will wash 
away the sins of all who trust in Him, and one day He will make all things new. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Kings 2–3 from the Bible.
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If you could ask for anything in the world, what would it be? You might ask for money, fame, or 
superhero powers. You could even ask for a lifetime supply of candy, but then you’d probably 
need to ask for a dentist! 

When God gave Solomon the chance to ask for anything in the world, Solomon asked God for 
wisdom. Solomon wanted wisdom to know right from wrong and to help him honor God as king 
over Israel. God gave Solomon the wisdom he requested, and God added to it long life, riches, 
and honor. Solomon became the greatest king of his generation, and all of Israel was blessed 
because of the gifts God had given to him.

James 1:5 says, “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to all 
generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him.” God wants to give us wisdom to 
know Him and honor Him with our lives. He wants us to know what is right and good so that we 
can follow Him. Most of all, God wants to give us wisdom to believe in Jesus and trust in Him 
as Lord!

The temple was a place where God met with His people. The people could go there 
to make sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with us 
wherever we go. We can look to Him for forgiveness and help.

Pray: God, thank You for the gift of wisdom. Give us wisdom to know You and the forgiveness 
You provide through Jesus. Amen!
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Ask God to give you wisdom. Ask Him to guide you in the choices you make and in the 
conversations you have with others today. Why do you think God wants to give us wisdom? 
How does the wisdom of knowing God help us to obey Him? 

Evenings
Praise God for His never-failing plans for your life. Ask Him to help you trust in His plans even 
when you don’t understand. How can we know that God has a plan for our lives? Why can we 
always trust His plans? 

For Fun
Take turns answering the question, “What would you ask for if God gave you the same 
opportunity He gave to Solomon?” Write down each family member’s response on a poster 
board. Talk about how each thing might be a good or bad choice depending on how it was 
used. Discuss why Solomon asked for wisdom and why it was the best request.

To Serve
Call a local charity or ministry organization. Find out what they would ask for if they could have 
anything to help their ministry. As a family, deliver the gifts to the organization and pray with 
them for the work God has called them to do. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Kings 6–9 from the Bible.
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Do you get excited when your grandparents or another relative is coming to visit? To get ready 
for their visit, the whole family begins cleaning the house, preparing special meals, and making 
special plans to entertain them. You pull out all the stops to welcome them and spend quality 
time while they’re with you.

When Solomon became king, the people of Israel spent seven years building a temple for 
God. The temple had cedar panels with ornamental flowers. The furniture and equipment were 
made of bronze, and everything inside the temple was covered in pure gold! 

Every detail of the temple was special. The people worked hard to prepare a place for God to 
come and dwell with them. It was worth their effort to have a place where they could spend 
time with God and know that He is with them! 

The first chapter of John describes Jesus like this: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” (John 1:14 CSB) We no longer need to go to a temple to visit God because He came 
to us! All who believe in Jesus receive eternal life, which means we will dwell with Him forever 
and ever!

The temple was a place where God met with His people. The people could go there 
to make sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He is with us 
wherever we go. We can look to Him for forgiveness and help.

Pray: God, You created the universe and rule over everything, but You still love us and want to 
live with us. We praise You for giving Israel the temple to know that You were with them, and 
we thank You for the promise of eternal life through Jesus—to know that we can live with You 
forever!
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Thank God for your local church and the people who worship with you each week. Although we 
no longer need a temple to worship God, we can thank God for the community and facility He 
gives us to worship Him. What are some ways you can support your local church? 

Evenings
Thank God for the Holy Spirit who is God living in every person who trusts in Jesus. Praise 
God for sending His Spirit as a reminder of the promise of eternal life.

For Fun
Look up and drive to local church buildings. Discuss how the beauty of these buildings honors 
and glorifies God, but that we don’t need a beautiful building to meet with God. Because of 
Jesus, we can meet with God anywhere. 

To Serve
Volunteer to clean or care for your local church. As you work, talk with kids about how we no 
longer need a building to worship God. At the same time, we can work to make the building 
more beautiful to serve the community and introduce them to Jesus! 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of 1 Kings 10–12 from the Bible.
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God blessed Solomon with wisdom, riches, fame, and power; yet Solomon still wanted more. 
Solomon turned away from God and worshiped idols. The people of Israel followed Solomon, 
and they began to worship false gods. Solomon built the temple for God, and now he was 
building altars to worship false gods!

Solomon’s sin had major consequences for him and his children. God gave most of Solomon’s 
kingdom away to his servant. The punishment for sin continued into the next generation as 
Solomon’s son saw the kingdom of Israel split into two parts. The sin of Solomon was passing 
down with each generation.

In the garden, God gave Adam and Eve everything they could possibly need; yet they still 
wanted more. They chose to disobey God, and the curse of their sin has been passed on to 
every generation since. 

We have all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. The good news is that God sent a better 
King—Jesus—to bring people back to God. Jesus perfectly obeyed God. His righteousness is 
credited to all those who believe in Him! 

King Solomon’s sin led to the division of the kingdom. God’s people needed a better 
king. Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, Jesus, to be a perfect King 
over God’s people forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people 
together and leads them back to God.

Pray: God, forgive us for the ways we turn away from You. Remind us that there is no one like 
You and nothing will ever be more satisfying than knowing You. Help us to trust in Jesus as the 
Perfect King who shows us how to honor You. 
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Pray for countries and cultures around the world that are experiencing civil war. Ask God to 
bring peace for the people in those areas and to help the people know Jesus as Lord. How 
does pride lead to fighting and wars? How can knowing Jesus bring peace for those countries 
and people? 

Evenings
Praise God for providing everything we need in Jesus. Ask Him to help you be satisfied with 
Jesus as your source of love, peace, comfort, and joy. How is Jesus the ultimate provider of 
these things in our life? 

For Fun
Research pictures of idols online and talk about why people groups might worship these 
images. Discuss how an idol is not just a statue, but anything we love or worship more than 
God. In this way, we all worship idols and we all need forgiveness. Spend time asking God to 
show your family any idols that might be taking the honor and glory that belongs to Him. 

To Serve
Choose a missionary supported by your local church or find a missionary contact through the 
International Mission Board. Pray as a family for those missionaries this week. If there are any 
needs you can provide, send those to the missionary or consider making a donation to the 
organization in their name. 
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Watch the Bible story video or read all or parts of Luke 18 from the Bible.
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When it comes time for a peacock to choose a mate, the male peacock has a special way to 
make themselves known. The male peacock will stretch out his long, colorful feathers and strut 
around the territory to draw the attention of other birds. The most colorful and ornate-feathered 
bird usually becomes the pride of the flock! 

The Bible gives many warnings about pride. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride comes before 
destruction, and an arrogant spirit before a fall.” Pride is thinking higher than you should of 
yourself or your accomplishments.

Jesus also spoke against the pride and self-righteousness He saw in people. Jesus’ story of 
the Pharisee and tax-collector shows how pride can make us reject God. We can think so 
highly of our own selves that we don’t find any need for God. In contrast, the tax-collector 
humbled himself and cried out for mercy from God.

The example of the tax-collector is how we should all approach God. When we set our eyes 
on God’s holiness, we become very aware of our sinfulness. We quickly realize that we are 
unworthy and undeserving, but God offers us mercy through Jesus! Just as Paul said to the 
church in Corinth, if we’re going to boast about anything, we can boast about the Lord!

The tax collector knew he needed God to forgive him, and he cried out to God. Everyone 
is a sinner who needs God’s mercy and forgiveness. Jesus took the punishment for our 
sin by dying on the cross. We can cry out to God like the tax collector and because of 
Jesus, God will have mercy on us.

Pray: God, humble us and make us aware of our need for You. Help us see Your holiness and 
know that only You are worthy. May we know Jesus and the mercy You’ve given through Him 
so that we can boast in Him alone.
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The key passage below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage 
means and memorizing it as well.

Finish your family worship experience by playing the Key Passage song to worship and as a 
further way to memorize Scripture.
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Mornings
Praise God for His mercies that are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23). Thank Him for 
His faithfulness that strengthens our faith. How have you experienced God’s mercy in your life? 
How does God’s mercy help you show mercy to others? 

Evenings
Ask God to increase your love and compassion for others. Ask Him to guide you to friends, 
neighbors, or others who need to feel loved by someone else. How can loving others through 
difficult times be an opportunity to tell them about Jesus? Who in your life needs to feel love in 
this season? 

For Fun
Reenact the story Jesus tells with one family member as the religious leader and one family 
member as the tax collector. As a family, think of times when you considered yourself better 
than others. Pray and ask God for forgiveness and to change your heart to see that all people 
are equally valuable in God’s eyes. 

To Serve
Choose a friend or neighbor who has recently gone through a difficult situation. Make 
encouraging cards, bake cookies, or deliver a meal to show them love. Talk about how much 
God has loved your family through Jesus and how that is motivation to love others. 
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